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Sunday 16th December 2018 – Third of Advent 

08.30 Holy Communion 

10.00 Parish Communion 

Collect 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 

the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading:  Zephaniah 3.14-20  

 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and 

exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has 

taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away 

your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear 

disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do 

not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 

victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 

you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on 

a day of festival.  

I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear 

reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that 

time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 

will change their shame into praise and renown in all the 

earth.  

At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather 

you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the 

peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 

eyes, says the Lord. 

 

Psalm 146.4-end 

 

The Lord shall reign for ever. 

Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their 

help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in 

them; who keeps his promise for ever; Who gives justice 

to those that suffer wrong and bread to those who 

hunger.  
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The Lord shall reign for ever. 

The Lord looses those that are bound; the Lord opens 

the eyes of the blind; The Lord lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous; 

The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; he 

upholds the orphan and widow; but the way of the 

wicked he turns upside down. The Lord shall reign 

forever, your God, O Zion throughout all generations. 

Alleluia. 

The Lord shall reign for ever. 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4.4-7 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 

worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

 Gospel:  Luke 3.7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 

‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 

to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 

say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I 

tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; 
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every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.’  

 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In 

reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share 

with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, 

‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ 

Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He 

said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 

false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  

 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 

be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I 

is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.’ So, with many other exhortations, he 

proclaimed the good news to the people.  

Post Communion prayer 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your  

Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
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NOTICES 

CHRISTMAS CHEER: You are invited to drop in at the 

Vicarage on Saturday 22 December between 3 and 6pm for a 

bit of christmas cheer and good wishes. 

BERYL ABRAHAMS, who was a member of this 

congregation, died and her funeral will be here on the 21st of 

December at 1.30pm, open for all to attend and will be 

followed by a family only committal at Eltham Crematorium.  

We pray for Beryl’s Family and that she will rest in peace. 

ADVENT GROUP the next meeting will be 18 December, 

meeting in the Vicarage at 7.30pm.  The sessions are about 

1hour and 15 minutes. Please let the clergy or Church 

wardens know if you will be able to take part, whether by 

sharing thoughts or just listening. 

THE CAROL SERVICE is this evening at 6.30. If you 

would like to contribute towards the refreshments after the 

carol service this evening, please speak to Francis, Vicky, 

Funmi, Natalie or Marlene. All contributions will be much 

appreciated. Also, we need to have some volunteers for 

assistance with tree stripping / removal after the 10am service 

on Sunday 6th January. There is a sign-up sheet at the back 

of Church should you wish to volunteer. 

KIDS CLUB normally meets every 2nd 3rd 4th and 5th Sunday 

for age 6-11, for younger children there are books and 

activities available in the Children’s corner. First Sunday each 

month is All Age Service and the children remain in Church 

sitting with their families. Any adults or teenagers would like 
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to explore helping with Kid’s Club, is invited to speak with 

Jacki Clement or Tasha Archer  

INTERCESSIONS  is the time during our service when we 

pray for the world, the Church and for us and our Community. 

Please refer any pastoral concerns for members of the 

congregation or members of the local community to any 

member of the Ministry team.   

Please pray for the sick, frail, housebound, those in care and 

for those who are homeless.  Requests left in the book at the 

back of the North Aisle will be offered each week at the 

Parish Communion. 

This week we pray specially for the residents of Avenue 

Road and Bedlow Close. 

Cloakroom facilities are available in the Church Hall during 

church services.  

GIFT AID DONATIONS: We welcome all donations and 

there are Gift Aid envelopes at the back of church. If you pay 

tax we can reclaim 25p for every pound you donate to the 

Church at no cost to yourself, if you have completed the 

declaration on the envelope. For information, please speak to 

a Churchwarden or Sides person.  

CHOR singing is a wonderful way in which we can take part 

in serving God. If you would like to join the choir or would 

like to find out more about opportunities to sing, please do not 

hesitate to speak with Ed or with Mthr Monica. Rehearsals 
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will be on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm and alternate 

Sundays after the 10am service. 

ROTAS If you would like to join the Rota for coffee, readers, 

becoming an altar server, a crucifer, or joining the choir 

please let us know. 

BELLRINGING if you or anyone you know would be 

interested in learning about this, please speak with Natalie 

Slator. 

This Week 

Mon to Fri 9.05am-9.30am in Christ Church 

Morning Prayer  

Tues 10.30am 

Coffee Morning at the Ark Café, Pier Road 

Wednesday 12 noon 

Holy Communion in St John’s  

Thursday 9.30am 

Holy Communion in Christ Church 

Readings for Next Sunday 23rd December 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Micah 5.2-5a, Hebrews 10.5-10, Luke 1.39-45 
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Contact Details 

 

Revd Monica Cameron 

vicar@christchurcherith.org.uk 

01322334729 

Revd Simon Archer 

curate@christchurcherith.org.uk 

07506464848 

Revd Ann Norman 

communitydeacon@christchurcherith.ork.uk 

For Hall bookings: 

Visit our website www.christchurchhall.org.uk to check 

availability before contacting Ayodeji ("DJ") Akande on 

07415071932 or emailing: bookings@christchurchhall.org.uk 

 

Contact details of other office holders and more information 

can be found in the parish magazine at the back of church so 

do buy a copy only 50p 

 

mailto:vicar@christchurcherith.org.uk
mailto:curate@christchurcherith.org.uk
mailto:communitydeacon@christchurcherith.ork.uk
http://www.christchurchhall.org.uk/
mailto:bookings@Christchurchhall.org.uk

